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1. The IPPC and the National Reporting Obligations (NROs)

The purpose of the Convention is “international cooperation 
in controlling pests of plants and plant products and in 
preventing their international spread, and especially their 
introduction into endangered areas” (Preamble)

The reason for having NROs is to ensure that a minimum amount of official phytosanitary information is 
available for ensuring safe trade, safeguarding food security and protecting the environment from plant pests
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 “Each contracting party shall assume responsibility, without 
prejudice to obligations under other international 
agreements, for the fulfilment within its territories of all 
requirements under this Convention”                            (Art. 1.2)
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• 13 NROs: 7 public and 6 bilateral

• Public NROs should be reported via the 
International Phytosanitary Portal (IPP): 
https://www.ippc.int

2.1 Overview of NROs

https://www.ippc.int/
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2.2 Public NROs

1. Designation of an Official 
IPPC Contact Point

2. Description of the NPPO

3. Phytosanitary requirements, 
restrictions and prohibitions

4. List of entry points

5. List of regulated pests

6. Pest reports

7. Emergency action

More details at: https://www.ippc.int/en/publications/83226/

https://www.ippc.int/en/publications/83226/
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2.3 Bilateral NROs

1. Organizational arrangements 
for plant protection

2. Rationale for phytosanitary 
requirements, restrictions and 
prohibitions

3. Significant instances of non-
compliance with phytosanitary 
certification

4. The result of investigation regarding 
significant instances of non-compliance 
with phytosanitary certification 

5. Information on the pest status

6. Technical and biological 
information necessary for 
pest risk analysis 

More details at: https://www.ippc.int/en/publications/83227/

https://www.ippc.int/en/publications/83227/
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2.4 The NROs Webpage

https://www.ippc.int/en/core-activities/information-exchange/nro/
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3. Designation of an Official IPPC Contact Point (OCP)

It is of utmost importance to have correct name and coordinates of the Official IPPC Contact Points on the IPP

The key roles of OCPs for information exchange under the 
IPPC between CPs, CPs & IPPC Secretariat and CPs and RPPOs

Have the 
necessary 

authority and 
adequate 
resources

Ensure 
information 
exchange in 

a timely 
manner

Redirect 
requests to 
appropriate 

official(s)

Redirect 
information to 

appropriate 
official(s)

Keep track of 
appropriate 
responses to 
information 

requests 
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• Art. IV 2(b) & VIII 1(a): surveillance and pest reporting under 
NPPOs responsibility

• Art. IV 2(b): surveillance of growing plants and plants and 
plant products in storage or in transportation with the 
object of reporting

• Art. VIII 1(a): exchange of information = reporting via the 
International Phytosanitary Portal (IPP) the occurrence, 
outbreak or spread of pests that may be of immediate or 
potential danger

4.1 Pest reports – Art. IV 2(b) & VIII 1(a) of the IPPC

© Nandor Pete
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• ISPM 17 - Pest reporting: describes the 
responsibilities of and requirements for contracting 
parties in reporting the occurrence, outbreak and 
spread of pests … and also successful eradication of 
pests and establishment of pest free areas

• Three types of situation to report:
• Immediate or potential danger
• Changed status, absence or correction of earlier 

reports
• Pests in imported consignments

4.2 Pest reports – Responsibilities and situations to report

https://www.ippc.int/en/publications/606/
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• Date of the report
• Identity of the pest with scientific name

• Host(s) or articles concerned
• Status of the pest under ISPM 8
• Geographical distribution

• Nature of immediate or potential danger
• Person who can be contacted
• May indicate phytosanitary measures applied 

or required 

4.3 Pest reports – What?

https://www.ippc.int/en/publications/612/
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• Reports should be provided without undue delay
• NPPOs are encouraged to use electronic means = fast 

communication:
• E-mail to OCPs
• Official national website
• International Phytosanitary Portal (IPP)

• Good to know! Not all fields in the pest reporting form 
on the IPP are obligatory to complete in order to 
technically submit the report to the Portal

• May also address pest reports to RPPOs or privately 
contracted reporting system

4.4 Pest reports – How?

© Pia Scanlon
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4.5 Pest reports on the IPP: bulletins

Home page of the IPP: https://www.ippc.int/en/

https://www.ippc.int/en/
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4.6 Pest reports on the IPP by country

https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/

Full list of official pest reports

https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/
https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/all/pestreport/
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Introduction

National Reporting Obligations: Overview
NROs by a method of reporting
NROs by a type of report

National Reporting Obligations: Details
Public National Reporting Obligations
Bilateral National Reporting Obligations

National Reporting Obligations: Technical 
instructions
1 Accessing your account
2 Editing your country information

...
2.5 Detailed example of creating and

updating a report: pest report (p. 24)
3 Extract information from the site
4 Frequently asked questions

Annexes

e-learning course on Surveillance 
and Reporting Obligations

4.7 Guide and e-learning course on NROs including pest reporting

The Guide to National Reporting Obligations (To be updated by the end of 2024)

https://elearning.fao.org/course/view.php?id=824
https://elearning.fao.org/course/view.php?id=824
https://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca6377en
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