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IUCLID – the new era for pesticide assessments

Use of EPPO codes in IUCLID study reports 
and summary reports

Use of EPPO codes in EU guidance documents 
and OHTs

Outline
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 The International Uniform ChemicaL Information Database is a 
software application for recording, storing, maintaining and 
exchanging data on intrinsic and hazard properties of chemical 
substances and the standard data format agreed for pesticide 
applications.
 Applicants can use this tool to prepare their dossiers under 

Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 (approval or renewal of the approval 
of a.s.) and Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 (setting of maximum 
residue levels in food and feed).
 Rapporteur Member States (RMS) and Evaluating Member States 

(EMS) can access Agency IUCLID to view and evaluate submitted 
dossiers.
 Interested parties can view the submitted dossiers by 

accessing Public IUCLID from links in OpenEFSA.

IUCLID software
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Before 27 March 2021 (entry into force of Transparency Regulation (EU) 
1381/2019)
 Submission of pdf files in accordance with OECD dossier structure (OECD Table of 

Content)
 Limited options for automatic dossier validation (“completeness” checks)

After 27 March 2021
 IUCLID structure (EU Table of Content)

 Endpoint Study Records based on OECD harmonised templates (OHT): 
 Template with predefined fields where the data is entered to describe the study design and

results of the study
 Endpoint Summary records
 Flexible records

 In IUCLID documents, the use of pick-lists was implemented, where possible
 Re-use existing, internationally agreed terminologies (EPPO, BBCH, international 

standards)
 The use of standard terminology opens the possibility to implement more detailed

validation rules for the submitted dossiers

Dossier submission
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https://ec.europa.eu/food/safety/general_food_law/transparency-and-sustainability-eu-risk-assessment-food-chain_en


Good Agricultural Practice
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The GAP is the basis for the assessment of applications for approval/renewal of a.s.
and for MRL applications. 
Therefore the GAP should describe in an unambiguous way how the pesticide shall 
be used…  

but experience has shown 

that if we do not use a 

common language to 

describe the GAP, we face 

difficulties in assessing

dossiers. 



Old GAP table
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GAP format in IUCLID
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Field name
Administrative data
Product
Description of key information
Crop/treated object
Genetical modification of crop
Crop destination(s)
Authorisation zone
MRL zone
Country or territory
Crop location (F/G/I)
Target organisms
Scientific name
Common name
Development stage of target pest
Development stage of target plant
Major/minor use
Application target
Method of application
Growth stage and season
Growth stage of crop (first application)
Growth stage of crop (last application)
Treatment season

Field name
Number of applications (range)
Re-treatment interval (in days)
Application rate per treatment (product) – range
Remarks on application rate
Water amount per treatment / spray volume
Concentration of formulation in dilution
Safener/ synergist/ adjuvant added 
Application rate per treatment for target a.s. (range)
Maximum seasonal application rate (a.s.)
Treatment window (for dispensers)
Seeding rate (maximum)
Planting density
Pre-harvest interval
Re-entry period livestock
Withholding period animal feed
Re-entry period
Waiting period handling treated product
Ventilation practices
Plant-back interval
Restrictions
Type of user
Additional information



EPPO codes
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Field name: Crop/treated object
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Two options to identify the crop:

Mandatory

Picklist based on EPPO crop codes, plus additional information:
Syntax: 5 digits for EPPO codes; Scientific name; (English name) –
Code of MRL food classification



Field name: Crop/treated object
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Hierarchy search tool 

It is recommended to avoid codes for crop groups; instead use EPPO 
codes for the individual crops. 
Work ongoing on linking the EPPO codes to commodity codes used in 
EU MRL food classification. 



Field name: Crop destination
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EPPO codes (3CRODK)
Multiple selection allowed



Field name: Crop location
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EPPO codes (3CROLK)
Select from picklist

Mandatory if GAP 
is on a crop or for 
post-harvest uses 

(I)



Field name: Pest/disease to be treated
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Mandatory

Picklist with EPPO codes (approx. 10.000 codes) for 
 target organisms at species level (insects, fungi, etc.,)
 plant growth regulation (e.g. PGR sprout inhibition, PGR desiccant)
 weeds: only general categories (e.g. dicotyledonous weeds, 

monocotyledonous wees, annual grass weeds, aquatic weeds) 



Field name: Pest/disease to be treated
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If you know the scientific 
name: select from picklist 

or type text string Free text



Field name: Pest/disease to be treated
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If you do not know the 
scientific name or the English 

common name:
Search in EPPO Global 

Database

Link to EPPO Global Database:

https://gd.eppo.int/



Field name: Application details

16

Multiple selection is allowed, if 
the application method 

belongs to the same class. 

Mandatory

Important:
In the next release of IUCLID, EPPO codes for treatment methods 
(Treatments, 3TREAK) will be implemented. 
The EPPO codes can already be reported in the current release of 
IUCLID in remarks field.



Validation assistant applies quality checks, business rules and completeness checks 
within a IUCLID document but also across documents/datasets.

Validation of IUCLID documents and dossiers
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Study 
1

• Guidance
document

Study 
2

• Guidance
document

Study 
3

• Guidance
document

Study 
4

• Guidance
document

The use of harmonized 
codes in
• GAP, 
• study reports (OHT) 

and
• guidance documents 
will facilitate to establish 
• validation rules, 
• can contribute to 

improve the dossier 
quality and

• increase the 
consistency of dossier 
assessments. 

Assessment 
of the
dossier

Is the GAP 
complete?   

Does the GAP 
make sense?

GAP

Is the
dossier 

complete?

Do the studies comply
with the requirements
specified in guidance

documents?



EFSA Guidance document on bees
EFSA Guidance document on birds
and mammals
Mapping of FoodEx 2 codes with 
EPPO codes
Database on residue trials
(established by BfR): mapping of 
crops in which the residue trials
were performed with EPPO codes

 Further work to be promoted at 
OECD level

Examples of guidance documents/databases
implementing EPPO codes
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Thanks for your attention!
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Stay connectedStay connected

Subscribe to
efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters
efsa.europa.eu/en/rss

Receive job alerts
careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

Follow us on Twitter
@efsa_eu
@plants_efsa
@methods_efsa
@animals_efsa

Follow us Linked in
Linkedin.com/company/efsa

Contact us
efsa.europa.eu/en/contact/askefsa
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fcontact%2Faskefsa&data=02%7C01%7C%7Cdda0d77411614bc0ac3e08d7b14ffa95%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637172829365517385&sdata=gSJxXSxDT0PSAHmVPFTwhUFw%2FAoziza8DQg167yWO1M%3D&reserved=0
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