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UKAS Timeline for Transition

Date Milestone/Activity
30 November 2017 ISO/IEC 17025: 2017 issued
December 2017 to February 2018 UKAS preparation
1 March 2018 UKAS ready to start assessing to ISO/IEC 17025: 2017

1 March 2018
to 31 Dec 2018

Optional Stage: Labs can choose to be assessed to the 
2017 version or remain with the 2005 version. In any case 
reports may highlight major deviations from the new 
standard

01 July 2018 onwards Only applications to ISO/IEC 17025:2017 accepted
1 January 2019 onwards All initial assessments will be to ISO/IEC 17025: 2017
1 January 2019 onwards
(assessment visits should be completed by 
31 May 2020)

Mandatory Stage: All assessments will be to ISO/IEC 
17025: 2017

1 December 2020

Accreditations to ISO/IEC 17025: 2005 cease to be 
valid. Laboratories that have not transitioned to the 
2017 version by this date will no longer be able to claim 
accreditation for their test or calibration results.
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UKAS Approach to Transition

• Plant Health Laboratory transition assessments all in 2019
• Completion of a UKAS Transition Template that is an 

‘assessment readiness’ gap analysis
• Proforma identifies where changes have been made to 

ISO/IEC 17025 and whether major or minor
• Laboratory considers the extent and impact of the changes 

for them and records actions to meet requirements
• UKAS review changes and customer’s revised documents 

remotely before surveillance or reassessment visit
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Transition Template ‘gap analysis’ form
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UKAS Approach to Transition

• Effectiveness of changes is verified on site at scheduled visit
• Understanding of the new Standard assessed
• Any non-conformance raised as a mandatory finding under a 

Transition project
• Any common non-conformances under both versions of the 

Standard were recorded under the 
surveillance/reassessment project
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General trends in laboratory implementation

• Areas of non-conformance
• Impartiality risk evaluations on an on-going basis
• Recording equipment software on equipment records and ensuring 

verification of new versions
• Reporting (of conformity statements)
• Training of staff on changes

• Risks and opportunities have been evaluated and mitigating actions 
are generally in place

• Many structural and minor changes posed little issues

• Laboratories are on track to be transitioned well before the deadline
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Thank you for listening
Juliette Love – Senior Assessment Manager - AFLA

Juliette.love@ukas.com
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