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Minor Uses - Definition
Regulation (EC) No 1107/2009 – Article 3(26):

Use of a plant protection product in a particular 
Member State on plants or plant products which 
are:

(a) not widely grown in that Member State,

or

(b) widely grown to meet an exceptional plant 
protection need.



From ‘Minor crops’ to 
‘Speciality crops’!



Coordination Facility

Recruitment of staff:
By 1 November 2016 the Coordination Facility is fully 
staffed with the coordinator, an IT-officer, 
administrator and technical expert. 



Minor Uses Newsletter



Stakeholder Advisory Forum
25 January 2017, Brussels

A total of 48 participants, 
representing governments 
of Member States, the EU 
Commission, growers, 
agri-food chain and 
industry associations, 
attended the event.



Stakeholder Advisory Forum

 Introductory 
remarks were 
made by the 
European 
Commisson:
“Already 
excellent 
progress is  
achieved by 
the MUCF”.



Stakeholder Advisory Forum

 Overall the forum stakeholders were very 
positive about the work achieved by the 
MUCF, and agreed that this newly 
established structure should continue. 
Strong engagement and commitment from 
MSs governments and EU Commission are 
expected.
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Long-term funding
 EUMUCF is jointly funded by the European Union 

and the the governments of France, Germany and 
the Netherlands

 Currently, the funding of the Coordination Facility 
has been guaranteed by France, Germany and the 
Netherlands for the first three years (until April 
2018) 



Minor Uses Problems
 Since 1963, the IR-4 Project has been the major 

factor in facilitating the registration of crop 
protection tools for US specialty crop growers. 

 The Pest Management Centre (PMC) is the 
Canadian equivalent of the USA IR-4 programme. 
The minor uses programme in Canada runs since 
2002. 

 It is clear that minor uses problems in the EU will 
not all be resolved in three years.



Long Term Funding Strategy

 A priority for the Coordination Facility 
will be ensuring longer term financial 
sustainability by encouraging financial 
commitments from all Member States. 

 Preferably commitment for contributions 
should be provided for a longer period.



Long-term funding
 Already several other Member States have 

indicated their willingness to contribute to the 
funding of the Coordination Facility. 

 Preferably all Member States should contribute!



Next steps

 Member States will be approached by the 
Coordination Facility with a request for a 
voluntary assessed contribution. 

 Such a request will be accompanied by 
the annual report and work plan of the 
Coordination Facility.
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Why a ‘new’ EUMUDA?

 Some of the information is outdated

 Origin of some information is not traceable

 Status of projects is unclear

BUT
 Basic structure of EUMUDA has been maintained

 Fields have been kept, but aligned with PPPAMS



EUMUDA - PPPAMS

The PPPAMS is developed by the European Commission to 
enable industry users to create applications for PPPs and 
submit these to Member States for evaluation. 

The use of PPPAMS will become mandatory!

New EUMUDA



Steps to be taken…

Minor Use 
Need

Case/Project

Authorisation/
Solution

A case is any unsolved problem in the minor use needs 
table. A project will be carried out by a Commodity Expert 
Group. 



Minor use need

 A minor use need has been identified and entered in 
EUMUDA

 Minimum data:

1 crop 

1 pest 

1 Member State 

1 date

 Case will be displayed in the “Minor Uses table of needs”

 Every case has a unique number

 An unsolved case will become a project and will be 
carried out by a Commodity Expert Group





New colums
« status » and « year » 

have been added

And you can see all status
of this case by clicking on 

the + button



Step 2: Check databases

The Coordination Facility will check databases for possible 
solutions e.g. PPPAMS, Homologa, the IR-4 and C-IPM 
databases







BCPC Manual of Biocontrol Agents



Step 3: Start of a Project



EPPO codes are
used for crops

and pests



Pop up
boxes with
definition

from PPPAMS
List of references

for GAP
from

PPPAMS



Project Agreement
Aim to develop a template for a ‘project agreement’
for future EU trials, containing:

 Parties involved

 Their tasks

 Agreed timelines

 …

It is foreseen that information from EUMUDA can be
directly exported to the ‘project agreement’

This template would be no legal document





What are the benefits?
 A new tool for CEGs, using same structure and same 

information as before, but with a more detailed follow 
up of each project

 A more accurate and consistent information for each 
case / project

 With additional fields for an easier follow up of the 
authorization process : same GAP information as in 
PPPAMS, for a better exchange of information

 Information can be entered with list of selection, 
harmonized with EU lists of reference (functions, 
formulations, ….) 
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The ambition of the MUCF

 ‘Level playing field’ for EU growers of ‘speciality
crops’ 

 Focus on ‘non-chemical’ solutions 

 Solve ‘regulatory hurdles’

 Encourage EU mind set of all parties involved

 Carry out EU projects to solve national issues

 EU-fund for minor use projects

 Continuity of the MUCF

Solve minor use problems!



Global Minor Use Summit - 3
The GMUS-3 will put greater emphasis on Policy 
Considerations that can help specialty crop growers around 
the world obtain access to safe and modern tools to 
produce their crops, and to promote trade among nations.

Date: October 1-4, 2017
Location: Fairmont Queen Elizabeth Hotel
Montreal, Quebec, Canada
http://gmup.org/

http://gmup.org/


Jeroen Meeussen
Coordinator
European Union Minor Uses Coordination Facility
21 boulevard Richard Lenoir
75011 Paris 
FRANCE 

T +33(0)1 84 79 07 55 
M +33(0)7 60 82 22 36 
E jeroen.meeussen@minoruses.eu

website: www.minoruses.eu

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION

ANY QUESTIONS

mailto:jeroen.meeussen@minoruses.eu
http://www.minoruses.eu/
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