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The insect pests of oilseed rape: biology an
potential for control by IPM

Sam Cook
Rothamsted Research, UK

D

ROTHAMSTED
BBSRC RESEARCH

buse e for the future



Insects love ollseed rape!

ROTHAMSTED
RESEARCH

Sam Cook, Rothamsted Research #g’, bBBSRC



Oilseed rape Is important for farmland
biodiversity
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Oilseed rape is important to a wide variety of invertebrates
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Oilseed rape Is important for farmland |
biodiversity f
ROTHAMSTED
Oilseed rape crops support populations of bees, butterflies &
other pollinators, natural enemies of crop pests, detritivores &
Invertebrates used as food resources for farmland birds |
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Oilseed rape is important for farmland
‘biodiversity

o ROTHAMSTED
Need to better manage the crop to harness the biodiversity="*“"

potential of thecropc i 2 4 F NRa Wadzadl Ayl of

Talk outline: Summarise the insect pests of oilseed rape
- > Ecological approaches to pest management via IPM
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What are the insect pests of rapeseed?

AMAZING compensatory ability!
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Cabbage stem flea beetlPgylliodeshrysocephalpn

A Most widely distributed stermining pest Pl

In Europe; also recorded from Middle
East, Asia, North Africa, Canada
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Cabbage stem flea beetlPgylliodeshrysocephalpn

Late Aug Oct

Adults move into ROTHAMSTED

. . . new crop, mate RESEARCH
Life cycle univoltine  FESSERSGHS
Pl O dza i y3

holing

July t Sept

Aestivate in sheltered

areas of plant when

warm & humid

Late Augt
March

Larvae feed in

leaf petioles, 3

instars feed in
stem

May-July

Adults emerge,
feed on leaves,
pods

Dec t Ma
N Yy

Larvae drop to the
Sam Cook, Rothamsted Research ground ; Pupate in
the soil for c. 3
months
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