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EPPO Diagnostic Protocols’ programme

• Programme started in 1998

• To ensure correct detection and identification of 
regulated pests

• To ensure harmonised methodology in different
diagnostic services/laboratories

• To provide performance criteria for tests



Diagnostic expertise database since 2007



Objectives of EPPO diagnostic activity

• Production of diagnostic protocols

• Conferences/workshops to exchange information

• Based on individual lab contributions and voluntary
basis



Fragmentation

National research programmes

National research implementation

Gap between phytosanitary policy and research



Euphresco

• Sharing information 
and best practices

• Developing a common
research agenda

• Coordination

• Funding • Transnational research
funding



Euphresco

• 48 research projects funded (2006-2014)
• Total of 9M €
• 18 research topics to be funded in 2015

A new round of funding every year



Past projects (with focus on diagnostics)

• Diagnostic methods for Synchytrium endobioticum, 
especially for pathotype identification (SENDO)

• Phytosanitary diagnostic, on-site detection and epidemiology 
tools for fire blight (PHYTFIRE)

• Bursaphelenchus xylophilus methods for early detection 
(BURSA)

• QDETECT follow-up (QDetect+)



2015 research topics
• Cryphonectria parasitica and Ceratocystis platani
• Dickeya and Pectobacterium spp. on vegetables and ornamentals
• Ralstonia solanacearum direct identification on plant tissues
• Acidovorax citrulli on cucurbit seeds
• Detection of Xylella fastidiosa in its host plants and vectors
• Plum pox virus strains in wild hosts and in stone fruit cultivars 
• Test performance studies for Potato virus Y strain detection
• Early detection tools for fruit fly species of economic importance
• Potato cyst nematodes
• Tracking vectors of bacteria and phytoplasmas threatening Europe’s 

major crops.
• Next-Generation Sequencing for the detection and diagnosis of non-

culturable organisms.

NEW!



Xylella fastidiosa consortium

• 17 Euphresco members
• 4 non-members:

– CISTA (CZ)
– IAM-Bari (IT)
– UNITUS (IT)
– USDA-ARS (US)





What benefits from participation?

Capacity building 

Skills and knowledge
not available in your
country 

The whole scientific basis of the phytosanitary field is
quickly eroding

Infrastructure not 
available in your country

Development, 
testing, validation 
on a larger scale



What benefits from participation?

Pooling national 
resources

Services are increasingly lacking funds

Optimising the use of resources

Avoid overlaps Favour
complementarities



What benefits from participation?

Benefit from wider
coordination

Between countries, 
organisations, initiatives

More efficient 
exploitation of 
projects’ results

Increased visibility of 
project; feeding EPPO 
core activities

Harmonisation of 
procedures and 
data format

Share of information is
facilitated



Euphresco-EPPO relationship
• ‘Detection and epidemiology of Pospiviroids’, used for the 

development of generic Standard on Pospiviroid detection

• ‘Assessment of the risk posed by ornamentals and tomato seeds 
infected by Pospiviroids to tomato crops and evaluation of 
Pospiviroid detection protocols for seed testing in tomato’, used 
for the revision of PM 7/33 on Potato spindle tuber viroid

• ‘Ring testing of diagnostic methods for the identification of potato 
cyst nematodes (Globodera rostochiensis and G. pallida)’, used 
for the revision of PM 7/40

• ‘Ring test on diagnostic methods for Pantoea stewartii ssp. 
stewartii, maize bacterial blight’, used for the development of PM 
7/60

….



2016 round of funding
Phase in Round Start date End date

Preparation of initiation 02/11/2015 22/11/2015
Initial identification of 
topic suggestions 23/11/2015 20/01/2016
Merge of topic 
suggestions 21/01/2016 10/02/2016
Joining listed topic 
suggestions 11/02/2016 09/03/2016
Establishment of Long List 
of Topics 10/03/2016 17/03/2016
Topic Coordinator 
assignment 18/03/2016 22/04/2016
Production of (short) topic 
description 23/04/2016 03/07/2016
Funding decision phase 04/07/2016 11/11/2016



From national suggestions to funding
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Suggestions to whom?

Click and send your idea



For information: bgiovani@euphresco.net
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