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- The French accrditation body (COFRAC) defines
several levels of scope for accreditation

- A fixed scope with an internal method (A1)
- No method change between 2 audits

- A fixed scope with a recognized method (A2)
- Limited method changes possible between 2 audits

- A « flexible » scope with a recognized method but adding
tests based on this method (A3)
- The list of tests is updated by the laboratory

- A real flexible scope that allows to adopt, adapt and/or 
develop new tests (B)
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- Flexible scope as defined by COFRAC

- Rules described in specific document of the NAB 
(LABREF 08)
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Indicate the different levels of 
Information required depending of 
the type of scope
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- Flexible scope as defined by COFRAC

- Rules described in specific document of the NAB 
(LABREF 08)

- Description of flexible scope includes
- A general scope (matrix, pest, principle of analysis)

- A « detailed » scope (specific matrix, pest, test and 
documentation references)

- Sentences that describes the level of flexibility
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In practice
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In practice (12+4 lines)
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- To apply for flexible scope, the accreditation body 
asks:

- To show the need for flexibility
- at least two lines in the detailed scope for each line 

of the general scope for first evaluation
- to show how the detailed scope evolved between

two audits

- To provide complete file of validation for expertise by 
accreditation body (importance of technical expert)   
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