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EFSA’S MISSION 

Contribute to the safety of the EU food chain 

by providing scientific advice 

communicating on risks 

cooperating with Member States and other parties  

to deliver a coherent, trusted food safety system in the EU  
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RISK ANALYSIS PRINCIPLE AT EU LEVEL  
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EFSA DOES NOT DO  

SCIENCE VS. POLICY 

 Risk assessment and 
scientific advice on: 

 food-related risks, 

 dietary issues, 

 animal health & 
welfare and plant 
health 

 and related risk 
communication 

 

WHAT EFSA DOES 

 Food safety policies 
standards  

 Risk management 
(standards, pre-market 
authorization of new 
products) 

 Enforcement/control 

 Labeling, food 
information 

 Nutrition policies 

 Food quality 

 

Science  Policy 
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EFSA IS TASKED TO 

IDENTIFY 

RISKS 
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HOW EFSA WORKS 

EFSA’s scientists evaluate, assess, advise 

EU Commission EU Parliament self mandate Member States 

EFSA receives a question 

Adoption and 

communication 
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FROM FIELD TO PLATE 

Plant Health 

Animal health 
 and welfare Biological  

hazards  

Chemical 
contaminants  

Nutrition 

Plant  
Protection  

Genetically modified 
organisms  

Animal feed  

Food  
additives  

Food  
packaging 



COMMUNICATION AND EXTERNAL RELATIONS 

Consumer 
organizations 

Distributors & 
HORECA 

Practitioners’ 
associations 

Farmers &  
primary 
producers 

Academia 

Business & Food 
Industry 

NGOs & 
advocacy groups 
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SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION 

Individual 
experts 

National food safety 
organizations 

(Europe + international) 

EU 
Agencies/ 

networks 

International 
organizations 

Research 
institutes and 

academia 
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EFSA – EPPO collaboration  

SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION 

EFSA’s role and responsibilities in the EU Food Safety System 
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EFSA – EPPO increasing 
cooperation in plant health 

SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION 

EFSA’s role and responsibilities in the EU Food Safety System 

2011 

•EFSA-EPPO started cooperating to avoid 
duplication of work and enhance 
collaboration 

2014 
• Joint Workshop on Data collection and Data 

sharing in plant health 

2016 

• Joint Workshop on Modelling in Plant Health 

•Other forms of cooperation 
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Modelling in Plant Health 
How can models support RA of plant pests and decision making? 

STRUCTURE OF THE WORKSHOP 

 

 12th – 14th December 2016, 13:00 

 150 Participants 

 7 Sessions + Conclusive session 

 1 Chair, 2 Discussants (RA, RM) per session 

 Poster session on 12th Dec., 18:30 – 19:30 

 Networking dinner & Best poster award on 
13th Dec, 20:00 -22:30 

EFSA’s role and responsibilities in the EU Food Safety System 



Thank you ! 

Prof.Dr. Hans Verhagen 
Head of Department - Risk Assessment & 
Scientific Assistance (RASA) 
Via Carlo Magno 1A 
43126 Parma - Italy 
Tel: +39 0521 036 481 
Cell: +39 344 382 5578 
hans.verhagen@efsa.europa.eu 


