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As mentioned on the introductory section of the Web page on PRA documents, PRA documents are working documents which have usually been produced by an assessor whose opinion may have been commented during Panel meetings and comments have usually not been included in the PRA documents but are found in Panel meeting reports.   This document consists of extracts of EPPO Meetings' discussions on Pest Risk Analysis documents on the relevant pest. Discussions on Pest Specific Phytosanitary Requirements (PSPR)
,  have also been reported when relevant as they include elements on possible risk management options.

36th meeting of the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures (Paris, EPPO headquarters, 2004-03-9/12)

8. Candidate Pests for EPPO listing 

8.2 Review of  pest risk assessments

· Iris yellow spot tospovirus. This newly characterized tospovirus came to the attention of the Secretariat in 1999-07 as it had been reported in the Netherlands, in Israel and Brazil on onion, leek and iris crops. No new information had been received on this pest since the last meeting. Mr Bartlett considered that information on economic damage was missing. A letter will be sent to EPPO Member countries where the pest occurs to gather more information. 

Iris yellow spot tospovirus will be studied further next year.

37th meeting of the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures (Paris, 2005-03-08/11)

8. Candidate Pests for EPPO listing 

8.2 Review of pest risk assessments

· Iris yellow spot tospovirus. This virus had been reported in 1999 in The Netherlands and in Israel on onion, leek and iris crops. The Secretariat requested information on economic impact from these EPPO countries. Mr Horn reported that experience in The Netherlands showed that damage occurs only with high populations of thrips. The thrips does not acquire easily the virus because the virus is not systemic, therefore control and eradication are easy in greenhouses. He noted that the present distribution was uncertain. 


A questionnaire will be sent to all countries to gather information about the distribution of Iris yellow spot tospovirus and the situation will be reviewed in 2006.

39th meeting of the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures (Paris, 2007-03-06/09)
5.    Candidate pests to be recommended for regulation by EPPO member countries

5.4    Review of PRAs prepared by the Expert Working Groups for PRA 

For a general discussion on the PRA process, see point 12.1 

· Iris yellow spot virus 

Mrs Petter (Chairman) apologized for the delay in finalizing this PRA, but she explained that a review on this pest was published after the Expert Working Group met. Mr Horn explained that a new outbreak was reported in 2007-01 in the Netherlands on Eustoma. The source of infestation is thought to be viruliferous thrips and there is a suspicion that the thrips can acquire the virus from another unknown host in which the virus is systemic. He underlined that in such case management measures currently recommended might be not adequate. Mr Bartlett wondered about the role of wild onion in the epidemiology of the disease. 

Mr Finelli noted that the geographical distribution of the IYSV included Italy, but the only outbreak on ornamentals was in a greenhouse and has been eradicated. Mrs Pacheco reported that IYSV was detected during a survey in 2006 in four regions of France but only on leek. Mr Horn wondered about the actual distribution of the virus in Europe. He noted that until now six countries are conducting surveys for this pest, and five found it. He commented that the virus might be already present without causing damage. Mr Finelli and Mrs Pacheco were invited to provide information on the status of IYSV for the Reporting Service. 
Mrs Petter (Chairman) reported that the Expert Working Group had difficulty assessing  the economic impact of this virus because the economic impact recorded in EPPO countries where outbreaks occurred is low, whereas impact in the US is high. Mr Bartlett disagreed with the PRA conclusion that the economic impact was variable. He underlined that economic impact was very high when all conditions were met, whereas this does not seem to have been the case until now in the EPPO region. Mr Horn agreed but noted that the reason for its having a low impact in Europe should be explained. Mrs Petter (Chairman) commented that it might be due to differences in production systems: in the EPPO region, onions are usually produced from bulbs (and the virus is not systemic in bulbs), whereas in the USA, they are produced from transplants. 


The Panel recognized that the Expert Working Group carried out very good work considering the complexity of the pest. It noted that numerous uncertainties remain, in particular the distribution of the pest in the EPPO region and its economic impact. Consequently, it is not possible to make a recommendation to regulate it. The Secretariat will send a letter to EPPO countries to recommend that a survey for IYSV be done on Allium crops and the damage evaluated when it is found. The pest could then be studied further.
40th meeting of the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures (Paris, 2008-02-19/22)
7. Candidate pests to be recommended for regulation by EPPO member countries

7.1 Situation for other PRAs prepared by the Expert Working Groups for PRA

Iris yellow spot virus (IYSV)
Ms Petter (Chairman) recalled that the EWG met on 2006-08-30/09-01 but that no recommendations for regulation were made because of uncertainties in particular in relation to damage: damage reported from USA was high whereas the economic impact of outbreaks in EPPO countries was low. The Secretariat was asked to gather further information on damage. Additional data was received from Spain where IYSV caused damage (in 2005/2006 weight loss could reach 40%).

Another uncertainty concerned unidentified hosts that acted as reservoir for the virus. Ms Petter (Chairman) informed the Panel that a new publication identified the common weeds Chenopodium album and Amarathum retroflexus as hosts. 

Mr Pfeilstetter reported that during summer 2007, IYSV was found in Germany and appeared widespread in Rheinland-Pfalz, in onion-growing areas. Incidence was quite high, but yield reduction was considered moderate. Control of thrips is not efficient, so it is anticipated that the spread of this virus will continue. In 2008, the monitoring will continue. Ms Pacheco reported that 9 positive findings (6 in leeks, 3 in onions) were found during the monitoring survey in France in 2007. Although plants showed symptoms there were no damage in onion, and little damage in leek under French conditions. In some places where the virus was found in 2006, it was no longer detected in 2007. Mr Rikken said that surveys were done in the Netherlands in 2006 and 2007: IYSV was found, but no symptoms or damage were noted. Mr Finelli said that onion seed crops were found infected by IYSV together with tomato spotted wilt virus (TSWV) in 2007-07 in Italy. Symptoms were similar to those due to Peronospora destructor. A monitoring survey showed that severity of damage varies. In 2008 a specific monitoring will be conducted to better understand the transmission of these viruses as TSWV and IYSV are not thought to be transmitted by the same vector.

Mr Bartlett said that a note published in Plant Disease in 2007-02 mentions that bulbs could be a pathway (the virus was detected in Canada in onions grown from sets in remote and isolated locations). Ms Petter (Chairman) commented that this is new data: on the basis of literature, the EWG considered that bulbs could only be a pathway because thrips could move with them.

The Secretariat will consult the EWG to revise the PRA. 

Report of the 41st meeting of the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures (Paris, 2009-02-16/20)

6.
Alert List: annual review

6.1
Review of the list
Viruses and virus-like diseases
Iris yellow spot virus:

An EWG for PRA was organized in August 2006. The PRA has been studied under point 7.1. The pest will remain on the Alert List until a final decision is taken on its status.

7.
Candidate pests to be recommended for regulation by EPPO member countries 

7.1 Review of PRAs prepared by the Expert Working Groups for PRA and preparation of PRM
Iris yellow spot virus 
Ms Petter (Chairman) recalled that an EWG met on 2006-08-30/09-01 but that no recommendations for regulation were made because of uncertainties in particular in relation to damage: damage reported from USA was high whereas the economic impact of outbreaks in EPPO countries was low. Mrs Petter (Chairman) commented that it might be due to differences in production systems: in the EPPO region, onions are usually produced from bulbs (and the virus is not systemic in bulbs), whereas in the USA, they are produced from transplants. In addition there were uncertainties on the pest distribution. The Secretariat was asked to gather further information on damage. The EWG recommended clarifying situation in the region. Since 2006, findings were reported in other countries (Italy, Germany, United Kingdom). In the Netherlands it was concluded that latent infections are much more frequent than originally thought and outbreaks appear mainly where thrips populations are high. Damage is limited. 

Therefore Ms Petter (Chairman) explained that the Secretariat has doubts that an organism with such uncertainty should be recommended for regulation. 

Mr Finelli added that in Italy, no loss of yield had been seen in a field where many plants showed symptoms. Ms Bouhot-Delduc explained that in France damage is more closely linked to the presence of thrips than the virus. Mr Pfeilstetter commented that the same is experienced in Germany and that an appropriate control of Thrips tabaci is sufficient to limit the virus. Nevertheless he added that this may change if plant protection products currently used are no longer available. Ms Martinez explained that outbreaks were detected in 2005 and 2006 in one Spanish province, Spanish experts believe that damage is not so important because the onions are harvested before flowering. Mr Bartlett commented that very severe damage had been noted on young plants of lisianthus (Eustoma grandiflorum) in United Kingdom and measures taken to eradicate the infection, he took note of the position of the majority of the Panel but expressed his disappointment. 

The Panel agreed that IYSV should not be considered for pest management. 

Report of the 47th meeting of the Working Party on Phytosanitary Regulations (Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, ES, 2009-06-16/19)

8. EPPO pest lists
8.2 Pests evaluated and not proposed for regulation
Iris yellow spot virus
Ms Petter (Chairman) recalled that an EWG met in 2006-08 but no recommendations for regulation were made because of uncertainties particularly with respect to damage: damage reported from USA was high whereas the economic impact of outbreaks in EPPO countries was low. She commented that this might be due to differences in production systems: in the EPPO region, onions are usually produced from bulbs (and the virus is not systemic in bulbs), whereas in the USA, they are produced from transplants. In addition there were uncertainties on the pest distribution. The Secretariat was asked to gather further information on damage. Since 2006, findings were reported in other countries (Italy, Germany, United Kingdom). In the Netherlands it was concluded that latent infections are much more frequent than originally thought and outbreaks appeared mainly where thrips populations were high, although damage was limited. Given this situation, the Panel on phytosanitary measures agreed that this pest should not be recommended for regulation. Ms Petter underlined that the expert from the United Kingdom did not share the view of the Panel on this issue. Mr Giltrap (GB) confirmed that his country disagreed with this conclusion and that there is concern regarding the possible impact of this pest. Ms Petter (Chairman) suggested that to address the British concern, IYSV should be maintained on the Alert List. Mr Giltrap (GB) welcomed this suggestion; he considered that given the uncertainties, countries should continue to be warned about the situation. He considered that this decision could be reconsidered when new reports become available.

43rd meeting of the Panel on Phytosanitary Measures (EPPO Headquarters, Paris, 2011-04-05/08)

6.
Alert List: annual review (see also Appendix 1)
6.2 Suggestions for deletions 
(…)

Mr Potting asked why Iris yellow spot virus was still on the Alert List as it was added in 1999, it appears to be widespread and not to cause problems. Ms Petter (Chairman) recalled that an EPPO PRA was conducted in 2006 but that no recommendations for regulation were made because of uncertainties in particular in relation to damage: damage reported from USA was high whereas the economic impact of outbreaks in EPPO countries was low. The Panel on Phytosanitary Measures further discussed it in 2007, 2008 and 2009. Finally the Panel decided not to recommend it for regulation. At the Working Party in 2009, the British representatives asked that it is maintained on the Alert List to encourage the continuation of monitoring of this virus Ms Petter (Chairman) commented that in the recent years not much new information appeared. Mr Giltrap agreed to delete it. 

Diaphania perspectalis and Iris yellow spot virus will be deleted from the Alert List.

� formerly called  Specific Quarantine Requirements (SQR)





