Lettuce chlorosis crinivirus (a new virus transmitted by Bemisia tabaci)

Why
Lettuce chlorosis crinivirus came to our attention because it was recently described as a new closterovirus transmitted by B. tabaci.

Where
In the Southwest desert regions of USA (e.g. Imperial Valley in California).

On which plants
Lettuce, sugarbeet, several other crops and weeds (but not on Cucurbitaceae).

Identity
A new crinivirus, different from Lettuce infectious yellows crinivirus. The authors noted that since 1990, yellowing symptoms observed on lettuce and sugarbeet have been shown to be induced by a mixture of Lettuce infectious yellows and Lettuce chlorosis criniviruses.

Damage
On lettuce and sugarbeet, symptoms are characterized by interveinal yellowing, stunting, rolling and brittleness of affected leaves. Yield losses were observed in symptomatic plants, but it was difficult to conclude whether yield losses were due to the presence of the virus, as infected plants were also infected by B. tabaci.

Transmission
It is transmitted by both A and B biotypes of B. tabaci.

Pathway
Lettuce plants for planting (vegetables?) from USA.

Possible risks
Lettuce is an important crop in Europe both outdoor and under protection conditions. B. tabaci, the vector of the disease is widespread. However, data on the extent and severity of the disease is lacking.
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