	Added in 1998 – Deleted in 2008

Reasons for deletion:

The pest Lygus lineolaris has been included in EPPO Alert List for more than 3 years and during this period no particular international action was requested by the EPPO member countries. In 2008, it was therefore considered that sufficient alert has been given and the pest was deleted from the Alert List.


Lygus lineolaris (Homoptera: Miridae) - Tarnished plant bug
Why
L. lineolaris came to our attention because it is considered as a pest of ornamentals in south-eastern USA.

Where
North America: Canada, Mexico, USA (widespread, prefers warm, humid to dry climates in the South, Southeast and Southwest) (see CABI map no. 38, 1954).

On which plants
Polyphagous species (fruits, vegetables, ornamentals, field and forage crops, weeds). Glasshouse hosts include Aster, chrysanthemums, Dahlia, Impatiens and Tagetes.

Damage
By feeding, adults and nymphs cause yellowing, distortion of terminal growth and reduced plant growth. Flowers from damaged buds sometimes fail to develop on one side or the whole bud aborts.

Pathway
Glasshouse ornamental plants for planting (cut flowers?) from North America.

Possible risks
Polyphagous species which may attack many crops grown in Europe. Ornamentals under glass might be more at risk.

Source(s)
Insect and related pests of flowers and foliage plants. Some important, common and potential pests in the southeastern United States. edited by Baker, J.R. (1994) North Carolina Cooperative Extension Service, US, 106 pp. 
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