Phytophthora disease of alder (a new root disease of alder)

Why
This came to our attention because a new root disease of alder causing tree mortality was first reported in UK in 1993.

Where
UK, and then in the Netherlands. According to the UK Forestry Commission, the fungus has also been found in Austria, Denmark, France, Germany, Sweden (UK Forestry Commission Web site). Found in 1999 in Hungary (Nagy et al., 2000).

On which plants
Common alder (Alnus glutinosa).

Damage
Dead roots, leaf fall, dieback, presence of tarry or rusty spots on the stem base of trees. Tree mortality has been observed. In 1994, it was reported that more than 20,000 alders were affected in southern Britain (UK).

Possible identity
An unusual form of Phytophthora cambivora.

Pathway
Alder plants for planting and wood(?) from infested countries.

Possible risks
Alders are important trees in the landscape. Tree mortality is reported. Further work is needed on the identity of the pathogen and possible means of control.

Source(s)
Annual Report 1996, Diagnostic Centre, Plant Protection Service, Wageningen, Netherlands, 114 pp.
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