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Reasons for deletion:

The Italian PRA concluded that the risk for the pest Claviceps africana was not important for the EPPO region. In 2006, it was therefore removed from the EPPO Alert List.


Claviceps africana (sugary disease or ergot of sorghum)
Why
C. africana came to our attention because of its introduction into new continents and its extremely rapid spread.

Where
Originally present in Asia and Africa. Recently discovered in India but was probably present there for a long time.


Introduced in 1995 into Brazil and rapid spread through the central and southern part of the country.

By 1996 found in Argentina, Bolivia, Colombia, Paraguay, Venezuela. In April 1996 in Australia (southern Queensland) where it spread over 60,000 km2 in 3 weeks.


By February 1997, found in Honduras, Dominican Republic, Haiti, Jamaica, Puerto Rico and Mexico.


By March 1997, found for the first time in Texas, USA, and later in Kansas, Florida, Georgia, Nebraska, Oklahoma.


Genetic studies are suggesting that Africa could be a possible origin for the clones introduced into the Americas, and Asia for those introduced into Australia.

On which plants
Cultivated and wild sorghum species. It can probably attack some other grasses; found on pearl millet (Pennisetum glaucum)

Damage
Estimated losses of 3 million USD for the seed industry in 1995 in Brazil.

Dissemination
By sorghum seeds contaminated with sclerotia or encrusted by dried honeydew that contain viable macroconida.

Note
In Japan, ergot of sorghum is caused by Claviceps sorghicola, which has recently been described as a new fungus species presenting some significant differences in morphological and biochemical characters with C. sorghi and C. africana.

Pathway
Sorghum seeds (plants for planting?) from infested countries.

Possible risks
Sorghum is cultivated to a limited but significant extent in Mediterranean and Central European countries. The disease has shown recently a very high potential for spread. Seed transmitted. Losses are reported particularly in the production of hybrids.
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