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Reasons for deletion:

The pest Almond witches’ broom has been included in EPPO Alert List for more than 3 years and during this period no particular international action was requested by the EPPO member countries. In 2006, it was therefore considered that sufficient alert has been given and the pest was deleted from the Alert List.


Almond witches’ broom - a new disease of almond (Prunus amygdalus)
Why
This new phytoplasma disease of almonds came to our attention because scientists (Choueiri et al., 2001) who have observed it in Lebanon alerted the EPPO Secretariat on their finding.
Where
In Lebanon, it was first reported in the Bekaa region. Later, surveys have showed that it occurs in 3 major almond producing regions (north, south and Bekaa). At present, there are not other records outside Lebanon.

On which plants
Almond (Prunus amygdalus). There are reports of shoot proliferations in some nectarine and peach seedlings growing in the vicinity of an infected almond orchard. However, more data is needed on the host status of these other Prunus species. 
Possible identity
A new phytoplasma belonging to the pigeon pea witches’ broom cluster.

Damage
Affected trees show leaf yellowing, shoot proliferation (witches’ broom) and dieback. Fruit yield and quality are greatly reduced. The disease can kill almond trees within 5 years (young and old trees, in well-managed or neglected orchards, from coast to altitude of 1000 m). During the last decade, this disease has killed thousands of almond trees in Lebanon.

Transmission
Further studies are needed, in particular on possible insect vectors.

Pathway
Almond plants for planting or multiplication material from Lebanon.

Possible risks
For the moment only very few data is available on the extent of the disease, on its biology and epidemiology. However, as extensive tree mortality is reported, it was felt that this disease could represent a serious threat for almond-producing countries. Host status of other Prunus species needs to be clarified.
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